	
	
	



	Program Comprehensive Assessment 
A. General description 
The PCA (Program Comprehensive Assessment) of the Social Sciences program is an individual project where the student’s work reflects on their learning experience in the program. In it, each student integrates key learning acquired by presenting research on a social science issue or topic through the lenses of at least three different disciplines.
The project is nested in the IL (Integrative Learning) course and has two concluding outcomes: a final paper and a presentation. During the course, teachers propose preparatory work to support students in their individual projects. Refining while advancing in the project is a constant process requiring feedback from the teacher within the overall progression of the PCA. It also implies the incorporation of self-reflection on the learning experience by the student. 
B. Project essential components 
	Preparatory stages
	The student selects and justifies the main objective of the project: 
· Relating to an original issue or topic of their interest within a theme proposed by the teacher.
· Producing a thesis statement. 
Also, the student outlines arguments supporting their thesis statement using pertinent, specific elements of Social Science disciplines (e.g., theories, specialized data, models, case studies, etc.) from academic sources.

	Concluding outcomes
	In the concluding outcomes, the student must:
1. Write a final paper using academic language and APA style with the following elements:
· Describe and justify the choice of issue or topic leading to the thesis statement selected.
· Organize body paragraphs to advance arguments outlined previously. 
· Write a conclusion evaluating the thesis statement 
2. Present the project to the class using a medium that incorporates in-person interaction.


 
Transversal competencies 
Throughout the project, the student will be supported by their teacher in demonstrating skills and attitudes proper to the social scientist. Effective working methods, critical self-reflection, incorporation of feedback from class activities, evaluation of sources of information, and exercise of academic integrity are key elements of this process. 


C. Weights 
Each teacher will select the specific percentage weight of each component of the PCA within the following ranges:  
PCA weight ranges table 
	PCA component 
	Min weight 
	Max Weight 

	Preparatory stages 
	 
	 

	Topic/issue selection and justification
	5% 
	25% 

	Project development
	15% 
	35% 

	 
Concluding Outcomes 
	 
	 

	Final paper
	20% 
	30% 

	Oral presentation
	5% 
	10% 


N.B.: The final addition of these weights must fall in a 70-80% range. This is for the PCA to fit in the Integrative Learning course evaluation grid (0ME4) 1. 
D. Minimum conditions  
If the following explicit requirements are not met, a grade of 0% will be assigned to the final paper:

· The use of 3 Social Science disciplines
· A minimum 1750-word count.
· A minimum of 8 sources, of which 6 must be scholarly articles or academic books 
· At least two books.
· At least 1 source in French.
· Each preparatory document must be submitted and feedback from the teacher given before the next required document is handed in, up to the final paper.
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E. Evaluation Rubric Template

Student’s name: _______________________________________________ Teacher’s name: _______________________________________   Sect. _____

	
	Component & Weight*
	Grading Criteria
	Levels of Achievement (suggested 2-4 levels)

	Preparatory Stages
	Topic/issue selection and justification
(5%-25%)
	... as many as the teacher decides
	

	
	Project development (15%-35%)
	... as many as the teacher decides
	

	
Concluding Outcomes
	
Final Paper
(20%-30%)
	The student: 
· adequately incorporates teacher’s feedback from preparatory stages
	

	Concluding Outcomes
	Final Paper
(20%-30%)
	Content
The student: 
· introduces the topic
· states the main objective of the project
· presents a thesis statement 
· provides a rationale for the paper and 
	

	
	
	· provides sufficient information to support their thesis statement
· presents information in an organized and logical manner 
· support key points with specific examples, statistics, theories, or any other type of relevant data
	

	
	
	· uses material from at least 3 Social Science disciplines in successfully supporting their thesis statement and producing an insightful analysis on the subject at hand. A blended or a stacked approach can be used as long as the information is integrated and synthesized.
	

	
	
	· concludes the research paper by evaluating the validity of the thesis statement and by making relevant recommendations regarding the topic at hand.
	




	
	
	Format
The student:
· uses an objective, direct and rigorous writing style, adequate vocabulary, and an academic tone. 
· follows any specific instructions provided by the instructor (e.g., topic sentences, transition sentences, the use of specific pronouns, a particular type of title, etc.).
	

	
	
	· The student properly cites and references all sources. 
	

	
	
	· The student follows the rules of APA presentation for the various sections of the paper
	

	
	Oral presentation
(5%-10%)
	In the agreed-upon medium, which must include an in-person interaction component, the student will present to the class, focusing on:

· Summarizing preparatory stages.
· Evaluating the final outcome.
· Demonstrating the relevance of interdisciplinary integration.
· Applying key learnings/findings.
· Engaging in and facilitating group discussion.
· Assessing the quality and effectiveness of their chosen delivery method.

	


[bookmark: _Hlk165549097]*The final addition of these weights must fall in a 70-80% range. This is for the PCA to fit in the Integrative Learning course evaluation grid (0ME4).
	
	
	



	
	
	



