


Digital Innovation Challenge Competition Background
In 2022, the Steve and Tina Wilson Family Foundation made a generous gift to the University of Calgary to support student skill development and digital innovation initiatives. Their ongoing support continues to enhance the program each year, with a new, unique challenge presented to students annually. The Digital Innovation Challenge aims to provide students with the opportunity to tackle real-world problems through the lens of digital innovation, leveraging data to identify insights, bridge gaps, and shape strategic solutions.
Hosted by the Haskayne School of Business, the annual Digital Innovation Challenge Case Competition—presented by the Steve and Tina Wilson Family Foundation—welcomes students with a passion for digital innovation and social impact. The competition is open to students from diverse backgrounds, including business, data analytics, engineering, and computer science.


Important Dates and Rules for Teams 
All times are in MST
	Preliminary Competition (Online in Zoom)

	January 23, 2025
	Students will be given access to Innovatank to familiarize themselves with the platform.

	January 23, 2025
	Students can attend a training session with Dr. Cameron Welsh
at 12:00 pm and 5:00 pm: Click here to sign up

	January 28, 2025 at 9:00 am
	The case will be made available to team members only via the Innovatank app. Teams can use all resources available to them to research and develop their case solution, each presentation will consist of a 15-minute presentation followed by 10 minutes of Q&A.


	January 31, 2025 at 1:00 pm
	Teams must submit their PowerPoint slides on Innovatank. These slides will be used to accompany each team’s 15-minute presentation during the competition. All presentations are final and cannot be changed once submitted. Late submission will not be accepted. Students must not indicate the name of their university on their slide deck, or any identifiable material.

	February 1, 2025 from 8:30 am to 1:30 pm
	Presentations must be made in English and will be presented “Live” via Zoom. Students will be given a timeline including their presentation time closer to the competition. All information will be shared via Innovatank. This session will start with a welcome from the host, followed by the presentations in breakout rooms. Teams will be divided into 6 groups, with one winner being chosen from each group by a panel of judges. See below for time guidelines for sessions. Once judges have deliberated the six finalists will be announced online. All teams must attend. 

	Seven Finalist Teams in-person in Calgary, Alberta

	March 14, 2025 time TBD
	The Top 7 Finalists will be invited to attend a welcome reception. 

	March 14, 2025, at 5:00 pm
	The Top 7 Finalists will be required to submit their presentation on Innovatank.

	March 15, 2025
	The Top 7 Finalists will present in person at the University of Calgary’s main campus in Calgary, Alberta. Presentations will consist of a 15-minute presentation followed by 10 minutes of Q&A. The top 3 teams will be announced at the event.




Case Competition Training
We encourage you to brush up on your case competition skills!
Discover Your Mad Skills Toolkit is a great resource to help you get ready. We particularly recommend looking at the videos outlining how to structure your case and presentation tools for this case. 

As mentioned above, we also offer a virtual session with Dr. Cameron Welsh, one of the authors of the Mad Skills Toolkit. Please click here to sign up for one of the slots on January 23, 2025. 

Time Guidelines for Teams 
Preliminary round presentations will last for 35 minutes. The time will be broken down as follows:
· 15 minutes for uninterrupted presentation
· 10 minutes for intensive Q&A from judges
· 5-minute buffer for technical difficulties
· 5 min break for Judges and Staff
· Exact presentation times will be released once all teams are assigned to a bracket via the Innovatank app.
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· Zoom names should be the competitors’ first name only. Any reference to the competitors’ University/College will not be permitted.



Timeline for Preliminary Rounds: February 1st, 2025
This timeline is tentative as we do not yet have the final number of teams. It could end earlier than what is posted here, but the start time will not change. All times listed are in MST 
	Date
	Time
	Item

	Thursday, January 23 
	12:00 pm
5:00 pm
	Optional training session – sign ups above

	Friday, January 31 
	1:00 pm
	Case submissions are due via the Innovatank App

	Saturday, February 1st
	8:40 am
	Students arrive on Zoom call

	
	8:45 – 9:00 am
	Welcome Remarks

	
	9:00 – 9:35 am
	Group 1

	
	9:35 – 10:10 am
	Group 2

	
	10:10 – 10:45 am
	Group 3

	
	10:45 – 11:20 am
	Group 4

	
	11:20 – 11:40 am
	BREAK

	
	11:40 – 12:15 pm
	Group 5

	
	12:15 – 12:50 pm
	Group 6

	
	12:50 – 1:25 pm
	Group 7

	
	1:25 – 2:00 pm
	Group 8

	
	2:00 pm – 2:30 pm
	Judge Deliberations

	
	2:30 pm
	Top 7 Announced

	
	2:35 pm
	Closing Remarks

	
	2:40 pm
	Session Ends





Tips for Virtual Attendees (Preliminary Rounds)
Prepare
· Internet: If your wireless is unstable, you may want to hardwire into an internet port. If you are on a wireless connection, find a good place for the router, away from metal, appliances (these emit electromagnetic waves, which can disrupt your signal) and placed in a clear area above floor level.
· Speed test your internet: Google “speed test” to see how fast your connection is. If done far enough in advance you may be able to mitigate slow internet speed.
· Voice-activated speakers: If there is a chance you might be speaking and not just listening, disable any voice-activated speakers like Amazon Echo Dot, Google Nest etc. This is in case you or someone nearby accidentally trigger it.
· Change your name: Sign into Zoom and edit your profile so that your correct name is displayed. Only include your first and last name and the name of your team. Follow this link to learn more: https://support.zoom.us/hc/en- us/articles/201363203-Customizing-your-profile
· Join a little early: Sign on at least five minutes in advance of the start of the meeting.
· Test your audio: Make sure your audio is turned on and that you have headphones if you want them.
· Breakout room: Make note of which room you are assigned to so if you are disconnected you can rejoin the correct room.
Etiquette
· Dress for success: Wear professional clothes and make sure we can see your whole face and that the lighting where you are sitting allows us to see you. 
· Video: Whenever possible keep your video on unless it is interfering with your internet connectivity. The best practice is to let the judges know in the chat if this is the case.
· Audio: Please keep yourself muted unless you are speaking to keep background noise to a minimum
Troubleshooting
· If you are having trouble at any point during the competition, please email us at entrepreneurship@haskayne.ucalgary.ca 
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